
Cross Party Group on Cancer 
Minutes of meeting – 18 November 2020, 12:00-1:00 
Launch of CPGC report on the Single Cancer Pathway 
 
Speakers: 
• David Rees MS, Chair 
• Professor Tom Crosby, Wales Cancer Network 
• Michelle Mitchell, CRUK 
• Chris Haines, patient advocate 

  
Secretariat: 
• Andy Glyde, CRUK 
• Caroline Townsend, CRUK 

  
Attendees: 
• Alaw Davies 

• Andrew Seggie 

• Ann Tate (Velindre - CRW) 
• Beard, Sadie (HSS - Delivery & Performance) 
• Bethan Hawkes (NHS Wales Health Collaborative) 
• Bethan Jones (NHS Wales Health Collaborative) 
• Callum Hughes 
• Calum Forrester-Paton (Sully - Sully Surgery) 

• Cass Miles 
• Chris ROWLAND 
• Claire Donaghy 
• Clark, Maggie 
• Corrie Drumm 
• Davies, Andrew RT(Aelod o’r Senedd  | Member of the Senedd) 
• Dawn Casey (CTM UHB - Patient Care & Safety ) 
• Dean Harris (Swansea Bay UHB - Colorectal Dept) 
• Ellen Ferris 
• Emily Waller 
• Gemma Roberts 
• Grace McCutchan 
• Greg Pycroft (CRW - Policy & Affairs Manager) 
• Jane Armstrong (CTM UHB - Local Health Board (LHB)) 
• Joanne Ferris 
• Judi Rhys 
• Julie George 
• Karen Seditas 
• Lara Eirug (nee Husain) 

• Laura Owens (Cardiff and Vale UHB - Cancer Services) 
• Lee Campbell (Velindre - CRW) 
• Malcolm Mason 
• Mandy Edwards (Aneurin Bevan UHB - Clinical Trials) 
• Margaret Carr 
• Marie-Claire Platt (Ovarian Cancer Action) (Guest) 

• Marion O'Neill 
• Martin Fidler Jones 
• Martin Rolles (Swansea Bay UHB - Oncology) 



• Matt Sample 
• Melanie Simmons (Swansea Bay UHB - Corporate Services) 
• Rachel Wheadon (NHS Wales Health Collaborative) 
• Rees, David (Aelod o’r Senedd  | Member of the Senedd) 

• Rhun ap Iorwerth 
• Roebuck, Deborah 
• Rosemary Fletcher (NHS Wales Health Collaborative) 
• Ryan Stalley 
• Samantha Holliday 
• Sara Bale 

• Sarah Clark (Old Mill Foundation) (Guest) 
• Sarah Gray (Powys Teaching Health Board – Corporate Hub) 
• Sarbari Gupta 
• Shaun Walsh 
• Shorrocks, Olivia (HSS - Delivery & Performance) 
• Sian Morgan22(Cardiff and Vale UHB - Medical Genetics) 

• Sian Phillips (CTM UHB - Consultant Radiologist) 

• Tara White 
• Thomas Davies 
• Vickie Harding (NHS Wales Health Collaborative)  

  
Overview of the CPG on Cancer report: 
• David introduced the report and thanked Andy Glyde from CRUK and Gemma Roberts, 

previous of CRUK, for their work throughout the inquiry and in delivering the report.  
• David explained that he had spoken to the Health Minister and been assured that while the 

pandemic had delayed work on a new cancer plan, this should still be developed before the 
Senedd dissolves for the election. 

• David also welcomed the Health Minister's written statement announcing the 
recommencement of the SCP with a new performance target. 

• David set out that the Single Cancer Pathway was a positive measure to be introduced, which 
should be welcomed. However, there needs to be further action to improve earlier diagnosis 
of cancer in Wales. 

• The COVID-19 pandemic has had a big impact on cancer services, causing significant disruption 
to cancer diagnosis and treatment. 

• David highlighted four recommendations in the report: 
o A new comprehensive cancer strategy 
o Restarting the Single Cancer Pathway with a new target (David welcomed the written 

statement to announce that this has been agreed this morning) 
o A cancer recovery plan following COVID-19 
o A new diagnostic workforce plan 

  
Professor Tom Crosby, Wales Cancer Network 

• Tom detailed the background to the SCP and what it was aiming to achieve by being a more 
accurate and transparent measure of cancer waiting times.  

• Tom welcomed the announcement from the Minister and expressed his thanks to the Welsh 
Government for supporting the SCP. 

• The National Optimal Pathways presented a good opportunity to identify best practice and 
audit health boards against these. This included the chance to include patient support in 
pathways too. They also recommend all diagnostic and staging tests to be completed within 28 
days and the pathway from the decision to treat to be completed within 21 days. 



• Tom highlighted that the SCP offered a more comprehensive patient dataset that could be 
broke down by cancer type, average waiting time, etc in order to drive improvement. 

• But the SCP is intended to be more than a new metric. The ambition is to improve diagnosis, 
including better understanding demand and capacity, implement new information technology, 
new ways of working, etc. 

• The Welsh Government had previously committed £3m per year for five years, and we are two 
years into that now. 

• The Cancer Implementation Group has prioritised lower GI and lung cancers for improvement. 
There is also work already underway with rapid diagnostic clinics, lung health checks, and the 
Framework for Cancer in Primary Care. 

• Tom said that he agreed with many of the recommendations in the CPG's report. 
  
Michelle Mitchell, CEO, Cancer Research UK 
• Michelle welcomed the report and gave CRUK's response, giving the organisation's full support 

to the SCP. 
• Michelle highlighted the work of CRUK in Wales, including funding £4m of research. 

• COVID-19 has had a significant impact on cancer diagnoses in Wales, including around 18,000 
fewer urgent suspected cancer referrals between March and August compared to last year. 
Michelle paid tribute to staff in the NHS for their work. 

• Michelle also went through the impact of the pandemic on CRUK, including lost income due to 
fundraising events being cancelled and shops being closed. 

• Michelle highlighted three key recommendations from the CPG's report that CRUK endorse: 
o A new cancer strategy for Wales 
o A cancer recovery plan from COVID 
o A cancer workforce plan 

  
Chris Haines 
• Chris gave an account of his experience of being diagnosed with cancer in the last 12 months, 

as well as the impact that COVID-19 has had on his treatment. 
  
Discussion 
• David reflected that two issues had been raised that haven't been addressed in full in report 

and would be worthy of future consideration - person centred care, and the importance of 
seeing a GP as early as possible 

• Greg Pycroft from Cancer Research Wales asked what the next steps were for the report. 
David responded that he has a short debate in the Senedd on Wednesday and would be raising 
these points with the Minister then. On the meeting chat, Olivia Shurrocks from the Welsh 
Government said that the Health Minister and Andrew Goodall had received the report and 
would respond. 

• Lots of people expressed their thanks to Chris for sharing his story. 
• Tom Crosby said that he felt there was also more to be done in making people aware that they 

were being referred onto a cancer pathway so they understood the urgency and need to 
attend appointments. 
  

 


